* 2 5 
e e 
* _ 


— 


„ 
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NorEs of a LzcrureE after the Vittory. 


over the Rebels, &c. 


1 SAMUEL Xiv. I, 2, 3, 4, 55 to the 21- 


1. Nom it came to paſs upon a Day, that Jonathan the Son of Saul ſaid 


unto the young Man that bare his Armour, come, and let us go over to 
the Philiſtines Garriſon, that is on the other Side : but he told not his 


Father. „ 


2. And Saul tarried in the uttermoſt Part of Gibeah ander a Pome- 
granate Tree which is in Migron, and the People that were with him 
were about ſix hundred Men. 


3. And Ahiah the Son of Ahitub, Ichabod's Brother, the Son of Phi- 


neas, the Son of Eli the Lords Prieſt in Schiloh, wearing an Epbod : 


And the People knew not that Jonathan was gone. 


4. And. between the Paſſages by which Jonathan ſought to go over unto 

the Philiſtines Garriſon, there was a ſharp Rock on the one Side, 

and a.ſharp Rock on the other Side: And the Name of the one was 
Bozez, and the Name of the other Senel. | 
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* The Fore-Front of the one was sf ituate Northward over ak Mich- 
maſh, and the other Southward over cent Gibeah. we png 


6. And Jonathan ſaid to the young "Mew that bins bis 8 come, 
and let us go over unto the Garriſon ef theſe uncircamciſed; it may 
be that the Lord will work for us: For there is no Reſtraint to the 
Lord, to fove by may or by _ = 


7. And his e ſaid unto 4 ao al that is in thine F: VI * 
Turn thee, behold, I am with thee according to thy Heart : = 


8. Then /: * Jonathan, behold, we will paſs over unto we Mer and 


we will _— our ſelves unto them. 


9. If Fa 0 ay thas unto us, Tarry . we come to you; then we will 
* Fill in our Place, and will not go up auto FROM: | 


10. But if they ſay thus, Come ap to as; Gab we will go up: For 
the Lord hath delivered them unto our r on And this ſhall be 4 


$i en unto us. 


11. And both of them d L 3 unto the de of the 
Philiſtines; and the Philiſtines ſaid, Behold, the Hebrews come 
forth out of the Holes, where they hid themſelves. = d 


12. And the Men of the Garriſon anſwered. Jonathan and his Armour. 
Bearer, and ſaid, Come up to us, and me will ſbew you a Thing. And 
* ſaid unto his Armour-Bearer, Come ap after me : for the 
e er hath delivered them into the Hand 7 Iirael: 


13. And 


1 


13. Aud Jonathan ind ap upon his Hands, and upon his Feet, and bis 
© Armour-Bearer after him: Aud they felt Mur Jonathan; and * 
 Armour-Bearer ”_=_ offer one 


$43 


14. And has fr Sl e which! Joimban and his Armour-Bearer | 
A made, was about twenty Men, within as it were an half Acre f Land, 
which a Toke of Oxen might Plow. | 


15. And there was trembling in the Hoſt, in the Field, and among all 
| the People. The Garriſon and the Spoilers, they alſo trembled, and 
the Eau 7 9 7 ſo it was a mw great trembling, 


* od 1 r of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked and be: 


hold the Maltitude melted away, and they went on beating a own one 
another. | 


20, — 7 And there was a great Diſcomfitare. 


"HE beſt Conſtitution and Settlement, both as to Church and 

State that ever was in the World, hath not been exempt- * 

ed from Troubles and Oppoſition, ariſing from the Corruptions 

of evil-minded Men. It is true, the Sovereignty of the Almighty 

hath frequently been remarkable, in giving Jacob to the Spoil, and 

Iſrael zo the Robbers ; yet in thoſe Caſes the Provocation of Sons and 
Daughters is to be noticed as a Le, Cauſe. 


+a 


In the „ Chapter we may obſerve, that the beſt Con- 
Ritution and Settlement was brought to the greateſt Diſtreſs, and 
loweſt Ebb ; for clearing of which, I recommend the reading of 


E 


FT 


the faid Chapter from the 17. Verſe to the cloſe. It ſeems ſtrange 


that a People ſo much honoured of God, ſet a Part for his Portion 
and Inheritance, to whom he had given judicial and eccleſiaſtick 
Laws for Government of Church and State, and to whom he had 
given à King to be their Leader and Commander, ſhould be 
brought ſo very low, and expoſed to ſo great Contempt: But 
Heaven hath its own Ends in 3 and e the 


Children of Light. 


"Tis to be noticed, that at this Time there v was a Set of Men, : 
1 Sam. X. 27. called Children of Belial ; who deſpiſed the Sove- 
reign that God had put upon the — Saying, openly, How ſhall 
this Man ſave us? Such diſaffected Perſons wanted not their Abettors 


in foreign Parts to ſupport them in their Diſaffection and Diſ- 


loyally; and it's evident that the Philiſtines, as neareſt Neigh- 


bours, upon this and other Accounts, are encouraged to invade 
Iſrees Dominions. But as the cloſe of the preceeding Chapter 


opens the melancholy Scene of 1/raels Diſtreſs and Bondage, 


partly thro the Children of Belial among themſelves, and a Com- 


pany of uncircumciſed idolatrous Foreigners, who from abroad 
invaded the Land; fo in this Chapter, which. I have read in your 
Hearing, to the 21 no We have.the Relief and Deliverance' of 
Tfrael, as to Church . from the Tanger * 1 chan. 


In the firſt 2 you have dels Words, 
- Now it came to paſs upon 4 4 alot Jonathan the Son of Saul 


faid unto, the young Man that bere his Armour, come and let us go over 


unto the Philiſtines Garriſon that is an the other Side: but he 10 not 
his Father. | = 2 
In 


. 


In which Words four Things may be noticed, 


©  Firft, An heroick Purpoſe of Jonathan, doubtleſs, in Conſequence 
4 of a divine Impulſe, to view and attack the uncircumciſed in their 
FA greateſt Strength: From which it's evident, that when a great 
and dangerous Undertaking is gone into thro? the Influence of 4 
divine Impreſs, that the Undertaker may be eaſy, altho* he can- 
not ſatisfy humane Reaſoning about all the Circumſtances thereof. 
For humanely ſpeaking, the Purpoſe appeared Dangerous and 
Deſperate, which Jezarhan had at this Time communicated to 
his Armour-Bearer. „ + 


2aly, We have the Propoſition of this heroick Deſign made by 
Jonathan unto, his Armour-bearer; from which we may learn, that 
when a Perſon is engaged in an Affair of Importance, which 
may be of the laſt Conſequence, not only as to his own Life, þut as 
to the Lives of others, and the Liberties of his Country, it is 
3} good to have a Confident' and Friend, to whom he may freely 
import his Mind for Advice, Confirmation and Aſſiſtance. 4 
ö Secret ordinarly is not communicated to more than one; for when 
it comes to the Knowledge of many it loſes the Nature of a Secret. 
In this Cafe Jonathan behaved himſelf with Prudence, like great 
and wiſe Captains, who manage their Council with Cloſeneſs. 
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3ahy, We have the Time when God did put this Purpoſe into 

1 the Heart of Jonathan; tis ſaid it was upon a Day; what Time 

| 1 of the Day is not mentioned, nor is it material; but we may 
4 judge that it was pretty early, when we conſider what a great 
* deal of Work was gone through in the after Part of this Day, 
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as is clear from the Sequel of this 8 It © whe: poſſibly be 
ſome of the remarkable Days of the uncircumciſed, ſolemnly ob- 
ſerved by them in Honour of their God Dagon, or other Idols; 

Or perhaps jndged Sacred for the Nativity of ſome of their Princes "= 
whence they might conclude it to be their own Day; a Day of 


Joy and Rejoicing ; a Day of Happineſs and Proſperity ; in which 


they might Promiſe to themſelves Vietory, and were not under 
Apprehenſions of a 9 


— athly, We have the Secrecy i Jonathan n 


his heroick Purpoſes. For the Text ſaith, hz told not his Father, 


which gives Occaſion to propoſe and anſwer the two following 
n | 


Hirse, Why aid Jonatha conceal his Deſign from his Father? 2 


Jo. which we 111 Anſwer i in two Things. 

Fir, Becauſe. he had an ample Commiſſion, from his Father, 
to annoy and harraſs the Philiſtines when ever he ſaw an Oppor- 
tunity ; which he had formerly done with Succeſs, 1 Sam. xiii. 3. 
For he ſmote their Garriſon at Geba, which loudly allarmed the 
Confederate Lords with their Subjects. For the Text a They © 


| heard of it, doubtleſs, with Fear and Aſtoniſhment. 


24h, Jonathan did not communicate his Deſign to his Father; 
becauſe, altho' he knew that God had put that Deſign unto 


his own Heart, yet: he knew nothing of ſuch an Impulſe upon 
the Heart of his Father, but rather apprehended that from fore- 


ſight of Danger and natural Affection, by his Royal Authority 
; he 


gs. 


2 


eee 


he might hinder him from TOs. what he had in View. 


pelt, I. W hy 4d be communicate his Dee jan t0 Ms 1 or Ar- ; 
3 9 eie eee | 


Anſw. Jonathan did © communicate his Deſign or Intentions to his 


Armoar-Bearer, becauſe he had ſufficient Proof of his Fidelity; he knew ꝰ 


his Reſolution and Courage; it was in his Power to chaſtiſe him if 
he ſhould divulge | the Secret ; and he ſtood 1 in need of his Service 
or Aſſiſtance on that Occaſion. | | | 


In the 2d and 3d Verſes, we have the Situation and Circumſtan- 
ces of Saul, with Reſpe& to the Number of People that were with 
him, and the Prieſt that attended him. As for the Number of the 

People, they were only 600; a ſmall Number, in Compariſon of 
the Hoſts and Garriſons of the Philiſtines. It ſeems that many of 
the three 1 houſand Men whom Saul had choſen to be with himſelf 

and Jonathan. 1 Sam. xiii. 2. were either Deſerters or Traitors; o- | 
therwiſe they had attended their 1 and Maſter, in ſuch a dan- 
gerous Conjuncture. 


— 


1 is likewiſe to be remarked, that Jonathan did not declare his 
Intention to any of the People; for being fully reſolved to puſh his 
Intentions, he would wes them 1 no Occaſion to offer their Objections. 


We Melis not to dip into the Reaſon, a he conſulted not 
with the High-Prieſt on this Occaſion : It's poſſible that he had no 
great Opinion of him, being the Son of him who by his vile Be- 
bhaviour, gave Occaſion to Iſrael to abhor the Sacrifice of 1 the Lord. 
For whatſoever Liberty ſome Capenips N take to themſelves, yet 


B it's 


moralities and profaneneſs of 2 wg ; Noe | if it's 3 that * a 

is nothing at all in this Reaſon, yet I hope it will be ſuſtain d as 

ſufficient, that Jonathan had no Need of Advice from. * . | 
4 he had ſufficient Direction from the Spirit of . | 5 


In the 4th and: 5th Ferfer, We barsche Bungee and Difficulry 
of the Paſs, through which Jonathan was to go; with the natural 
and ſeemingly impregnable Strength of the Garriſon, ſituate beyond 
that Paſs; with a —— of the Rocks and n * on 
the right and left Hand. ff his - - Ml 


1, The Rocks are Gaid 1 to be fir chat i Is prominent; ; the ſteep } 
declining Ground toward'the Valley being filled with budge Sone: 
en the right and left Hand, to a great Height. Again, theſe 
Rocks which guarded' that Paſs, are particularly named; the one 
called Bozez, and the other' Seneh: The firſt Name Agne a 
Bag or mariſh Ground; and probably betwixt the Rocks there 
were Big and Mariſhes for which this Place was very remark-- 
able, and might be the Occaſion of the Name; which Bog mi 
render it weariſome and dangerous to Horſe, or Men who would 
venture to attack that Paſs: - As likewiſe, the Out-Guards covered 
by theſe hudge Stones, might ben very galing to the Aſſaliants with 

their Darts, Arrows, and Slings. The ſecond Rock is called Seneh, 
which Ggnifies a Baſb or Shr«b;, and the Rock might get its Name 
from the Baſbes, Roots of Trees, and Wood that grew in the Clifts 
thereof; where an Ambuſh might li with OD Sas and with h 

out. being diſcovered. 7s 


is the 6th . We l the Speech of 3 to encou no» 
his 


„„ ( an 
his Armour-Bearer on that Occaſion, in theſe Words, Come les at go 
over into the Garriſon of theſe uncircumciſed, it may be the Lord will 
n | 1 1 a e the Lori OY _ * 


In this Speech the Words are few, but the A are ſtrong; ; 
for the firſt Argument is founded upon the Weakneſs of the Enemy, 
they are ancirtummiſed, i. e. they belong not unto God's Covenant, 
they are againſt his Kingdom and his Intereſt ; they are Eneinies of 
Religion, engaged in a bad Cauſe, to ſupport Idolatry, and fight a- 
gainſt the Moſt High; and therefore, no Garriſon can protect, 


them: For God 1 is _ _ and for us. 


| 240, He Wann e hethe Lord pil kW us; " which 4 is 
not to be underſtood, as if Jonathan did heſitate, or A of get- 
ting Help from Heaven; only it's a modeſt ſubmiſſive Way of 
ſpeaking by one that would not limit the Holy One of Iſrael; and 
would nor fpeak with more Aſſurance, than became his Age, 

or the DiſcoveriesGod had gived him. And this laſt Argument 
is confirmed and explained, by ſhowing, that it's equal to God, who 
is Omnipotent, to ſave by many, or by few, as 2 Chron. xiv. 11. Ju- 
1 8 vn * and Da i 30. 3 5 


fa d ad Parſe, We have the reopreſſion which Jonothan 5 
Speech made upon his Armaur-Bearer, in theſe Words, Do all that is 
in thy Heart, turn thee, Behold I am with thee, according to thy Heart ; as 
if he had aid, execute thy Purpoſe, Lam fully of thy Mind, my Ar- | 
gaments have perſwaded me, the Enemy is an uncircumciſed 
um _ . no Part in the Coyenant of they are a- 
. c Iv. atheF} | geainſt 


= 122 }) 
Sainſt him; and he is againſt them, boss us; and we the may me 
'T0000 | to Flight. Deut. xxxii. 30. Proceed in thy Deſign. I 
am thy Servant, and will faithfully ſtand by thee,. through the 
Help of God, while my Blood is warm : For as 1 bear thy Ar- 
| ng 0 1 bear thy Heart. pre 


+ "= 
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In the 8th and th Verſes we cabin ata his further! Explics 
| tion of his Purpoſe, and Sling ** IE PRA coareryiag 
their future . | h 


L Jay we T KN were to diſcover the mſelves unto the Euemys and 
if the Enemy ſbould ſay, tarry till we come, they were to ſtand ; bat if 
they ſhould ſay come up to as, they were to go up; for that was to "we 
the Sign c of Gon! $: ering: them into a ds” 


We are not to nn theſe Wande as if 12 d li- 
mite the Moſt High God; but that the fame Spirit that firſt: de- 
termined Jonathan to the Undertaking, did alſo direct him to give 

his Armour- Belrer tlieſe particular Orders. As for the Senſe that 
Men would put upon theſe Expreſſions, which Jonathan ſuppoſes 
£ the Adverſary would pronounce, I ſhall not be forward to aſſert a- 
ny Thing about it; only, when they ſay, Tarry till we come to you, it 
is.a Sign that they are forward and fierce to make an Attack, in 
which Caſe Jonathan was to be on the defenſive ; but if the Phuliſtines 
ſhould ſay, Come up to us, it's a Sign they were affraid to leave 
their ſtrong Ground; and make the Attack leaving that unto 
| Jonathan and his Armour Bearer, which Beginning of Fear Jona- 
than might look upon as a Token from God, that he who had be- 
gun it, would alſo encreaſe it; ſo that in the Faith of God's Pro- 


mils of One a a Thouſ, andy and two putting ten Thouſand Bal. 
Big! 2 


6843 4) 


Fight, he and his PRE", 4 go up and attack the Gar- 


Y wu nor ddubring of 1255 Accompliſnment of the Promiſe. 


In 7 1 3th Verſe we have Jonathan diſcovering himſelf to the 


c Philiſtines, with the contemptuous Obſervation they made upon that 
Diſcovery. Behold the Hebrews come forth out of the Holes where 
they had hid themſelves; none are greater Boaſters than Cowards: 
They are Fools who triumph before the Victory. 5 


In the 1th Vaſe we havethe Call of the 2 to Junerlar, 
according to his Wiſh ; with Jonathan's ready Acceptance of that 
Challenge, in theſe Words, Come up to us and we will ſbew you a Thing; 


from which we may obſerve, . 


Iſt, That the Thoughts and Expreſſions of Men engaged i ina a bad 
Cauſe, are over. ruled by God to their own Confuſion. 75 


0 249, The proud Words and haughty Language of the Enemies 


of God and Religion, are ſo far from terrifying the Hearts of the 


Faithful, that it encourages them to go on in all the Points of "Duty, 
| and to commit the Event unto the Lord. 


1 3a h, The Children of God have on ſeveral Occaſ ons Fong 


| afſured of, not only an improbable Victory before Hand, but 
humanely ſpeaking, they have been aſſured of an impoſſible one; 
for Jonat hans Words here are, The Lord hath delivered them unto the 


| Hand of Iſrael. | | | ©" 
4600, Such as God honours to be e in 1 obtaining 2 a 


victory over great Difficulties, ſhould not take the Honour of it. 
unto themſelves, but with Jonathan aſeri ibe it unto the Lord. 


"othly, . 


| 


1 XX 14. 2. 
r 


«bly. Sock es Go * a — of 8 
Victory, ought to be ſo far from taking tlie Praiſe of it to them 
ſelves, that they ſhould bring in their Companions, both Officers, 
and Souldiers with themſelves, giving them a juſt Share of 
the Praiſe due to their Merit and good Behaviour; for Jonathan 
tho” tlie principal Inſtrument in this great Victory, does not fay, 
God hath delivered the Philiſtines unto my Hand, but unto the 
Hand of Jrae!. It was for Vraels Sake, and the good Cauſe where 
pp ns e, engaged, Ser a e was obtained over 


| In the 13. Vaſe we . an Account of i difficult Afent to the 
Girrifon, by” Tonathew's" climbing- up upon his Hands and his Feet, 
and his Armour-Bearer after him ; from which it's plain, that a full 
Aſſurance is not to hinder our greateſt Diligence ; none could have 
a firmer Perſuaſion of the future Victory than Jonathan had, yet 
he's at as much Diligence and Labour as if the whole depended on 
his climbing up the Hill. God appoints the End, but we are to ob- 


F. . 7 1 


. 


ſerve our _—_ and to uſe the prac | Means for weary. * 


In the 14. Verſe. We a hands God continues: his aſſiſt- 
ing Hand with Jonathan and his truſty Servant, not only in en- 
abling them to climb up the Hill, which at another Time they 
could not poſſibly do ſo eaſily, (for that it ſelf would ſeem enough 
to weaken their Breath to raiſe a Palpitation, to enfeeble their 
' Limbs and Arms) but alſo to attack the Enemy in their Garriſon; | 
and in a ſmall Compafs of Ground, in a very ketle Time, to ki 
twenty Men; when theſe Things are put together, che Performance 


e to be more than humane; and the divine Aid ſhines remark- + 
| ably 


{as 
«bly in it: From which obſerve, That ſack as God fillswith great 
and generous Purpoſes to act againſt his Enemies, and for his 
Iſeari, he will ftrengthen to PO "TIN bj rer 
in nne theſe A | 


In the I 5. Vaſe we "TH a farther A of 1 in 
mryind on this Victory, by filling the uncircumciſed with Fear 
and. Confuſion, and - Diviſion among themſelves ; for they knocked 
down one another: Any. one of thoſe was ſufficient to overthrow 
their Army; But when all comes together, and that from Heaven, 
what a deciſive Blow muſt it give; according to the Words in the 
cloſe of _ 20. V/ erſe, Aud wy was a vn _ 1 8 2 


And now to make Application of th whole, I doubt not but i in 
your own: Minds you have done that in a great meaſure already. 
Jou all know by the variety of Accounts which we have had 
theſe two laſt Months from the Weſtern Coaſt, that a Cloud was 
gathering and a Storm threatning; but when, or in what Place 
of the Land it was to fall, none could determine, till now that God 
in his Providence hath declared his Will by the Event. I acknow- 
ledge, that Jam at a Loſs, having had fo little Time to pre- 
pare and caſt unto a Method, what I have already delivered, 
and am yet to deliver to you on this Oecaſion: For it is 
well known to many who hear me, that I but juſt arrived 
Yeſterday in the Evening from the South, when I had the Pleaſure 
and Comfort. to ſee the King's Troops return to this Place with 
Safety, and Honour; for as tothe Accounts we had by the Road, they 
were ſo various and contradictory, as left us in great Uncertainty. But 
now that we have a Concurrence of undeniable Teſtimonies, and 
"ON A * many preſent in the A at Gleaſhiell are now 


hearing; 


es — 16 N Y | ; 
hearing ; me W 3 will joinz with me, in. ackoow- 
ee that the Victory and Advantage obtain d over the Rebels 
was from 60D: His kind Providence interpoſing i is fo remarkable 
in we various Circumſtances of that Day, that we ought to ſay 
Not unto us, not unto us, but unto his Name be the Glory. It is our 
Puty with the- Apoſtle in another Caſe, from the very Bottom 
of our Hearts, to ſay, Thanks be unto God through our Lord Teſus Chrif, 
who bath given us the Victory. It is not by an Arm of Fleſh, nor the 
"Wiſdom and Courage of Men, but by the right Hand of the Lord 
that doth valiantly, that we enjoy this Privilege. God has been 
knows to be our Refuge in Trouble, a preſent Help in the Time of 
Need. Our ſure and all- ſufficient Help is only in Jehovah's Name, 
who hath not given us as a Prey to the Teeth of the Ungodly, nor 
delivered us up unto the Hands of bruriſh Men, skillful to deſtroy. 
We muſt acknowledge; that Had he in his rigliteous Judgment done 
ſo, it is hut what we deſerved; for our Iniquities have been daring: 
They are bare- faced, againſt clear Light, and long- ſuffering Patience; 
for which in Righteouſneſs a juſt God might have plagued us ſeven 
Times more. But it is not for our Sake, but for his Name's Sake that 
he hath done this; for we may be aſhamed and confounded for our 
Ways, and with Thankfulneſs: ſhould acknowledge, That it is be- 
cauſe his Compaſſioms fail not, that we are not conſumed. What ſad Cir- 
cumſtances ſhould we have been in, had the King's Troops met with 
a Diſaſter? What Addition of Strengh and Encreaſe of Numbers 
would it have given unto the Enemy! ? What an Impreſſion, would 
it have made on the Minds not only of the neutral, but upon. the f 
well- affected in Britain; but bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, who 
did ariſe and ſcatter the Enemy, and for the preſent, our Fears are 
removed; in the mean Time, tis not good to be ſecure, for the 
reſtleſs diſaffècted Party will be meditating and projecting W = | 


Cx] 
and. Means to give us further Diſturbance; but we hope that the 
Government will find out ſuch effectual Remedies for preventing In- 
ſurrections of this Nature for the future, as all the King's Subjects 
: may live Eaſy, and in Quietneſs; otherwiſe, there ſhall, be no End 

of Diſorders and Vexation: And that I may conclude i in delivering 

the Thoughts that have occur d to me on this Occaſion, I ſhall ' 
drop a Word of Exhortation; namely, That we ſtir up our ſelves | 
to magnify and bleſß our gracious God, who hath given the Victory 
unto our only rightful and lawful Sovereign King GRORGE, and 

| hath preſerved the Lives of theſe Troops who have behaved fo brave- 
ly, when expoſed to the greateſt Danger: In a particular Manner 
the Glory of this Advantage is to be aſcribed unto him, who is the 
Victory of his HHrael, as we find it, 1 Sam. xv. 29. And let us 
ſay with David, 1. Chron. xxix. 11. Thine, 0 Lord, is the Victory. Pſal. 
| boxxxviii. 1. His Arm hath gotten him the Victor P/, al, exliv. 10. It 
is he that giveth Victory to Kings. All along in Scripture * we may ob- 
ſerve, that when Victory is ſpoken of, it is aſcribed unto God, as 
the efficient Cauſe; for when it is allowed, that the Bravery and 
Courage, the Wiſdom and Conduct of Commanders and Soldiers . 
hath a great Hand in obtaining the Victory; ; when that is granted, 
it doth not militate againſt our owning of God, as the principal 
Cauſe: For who is it that gives Wiſdom and Courage unto Com- 
manders and Soldiers? ? Is it not God? | 


We are the more to acknowledge this, when we conſider, x/, 
Victory, as the Return of the Prayers of the Faithful, which we 
doubt not, have been put up in Sincerity on this Occaſion, to him 
who is the Hearer of Prayer: He hath commaned us to ask, and 


bath promiſed, that it ſhall be given; and he never ſaid unto the 


Houſe of Jacob, Seel my Face in vain. Solomon 5 Pra yer at the Dedi- 
9 cation 
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240, An, Advantage over Enemies is bye the return of 


Prayer, but the return, of Faith and à humble Dependance upon 
God; for as we obſerved, Jonathan did exerciſe an unfeinged Faith, .. 
and a cloſe Dependance upon God himſelf i in this dangerous Under-. 


taking againſt the Philiſtiues, and withal is aſſured before est | 
that the Lord bad delivered them into the Hands of Wako % Dans 


340 An Advantage over an Enemy i is to be id unto Gol. 


becauſe it is the Accompliſhment of the Promiſe. It is one of the 1 
noble Privileges contained in the Charter of. the Coyenant. Which | 
God hath' made with the redeemed of the Lamb, as: you may ſee in 


8 7 


the xix Pſal. throughout. In the cxix Fſal. the Church of Go hath 


an undoubted Title unto ViQory purchaſed by Chriſt, who by his 


right Hand and his holy Arm hath obtained it: And hence we 


find, that Chriſt writing to rhe Churches in the Revelation, ſup- 5 
poſeth Believers to be Conquerors, for to him that overcometh, he 
promiſes. to give the hidden Manna, the white Stone, the nem Meme, 
the Crown of Life, to make him a Pillar in the Temple of his God, 
and to ſet him upon a Throne. In the mean time it's granted that 


the Victory ſpoken of by Chriſt, is of a more noble and excellent | 
Nature, than over external Enemies; yet a Victory over the 
Inſtruments of Hell in the troubling of our Irael is not to be ex- 
cluded. But if i it ſhall be asked, When is it that a People, or a 


Body of Soldiers are to acknowledge that the Victory is from God 


in a remarkable and ſpecial Manner? To this it may he anfwered,. 
That the Victory i is remarkably from God, Hrſt, When the Enemy 


that's bee is double or triple in Number to the Conquerors. 
i 24 ly 5 


Cc 19 3 


thee When the Perſons overcome have the Advantage of 2 1 
ſtrong Ground, and are in Poſſeſſion of Paſſes which ten Men may 
deſend againſt a hundred, as in the Caſe of Jonathan with the 
Phils/ives ; then it's God who j joins with the weakeſt, and makes 
them the ſtrongeſt. 34% When the Providence of God doth 
moſt; remarkably interpoſe in taking ſome Advantages from the 

conquered, and turning them to the Side of the Conquerors, ſuch 
as the changing of the Wind, that's obſerveable by both Sides ; ſuch 
touches of Providence ſtrike ſtrongly on the Minds of Mes, con- ; 
founding and terrifying the one Party, encouraging and ſtrength- 
ning the other Party. We are informed by undoubted Teſtimony - 
that, by a particular Token of this Nature, God declared himſelf to be 


on the Side of the King's Troops againſt the Rebels; for to whom 
can this be aſcribed but to him who rides on the ſwift Wings of the 


Wind, and brings it forth out of his Treaſures. It may be added, 


That if the Victory be obtained juſt when all the Ammunition of 


the Conquerors is ſpent, and-when they have no more Proviſions to 


preſerve their Lives: Join theſe-together, as truly it happened on 


the roth of June laſt, he muſt needs be an Atheiſt who owns not 


that the Hand of God is in ſuch a Victory. 


5 y, When that the Cauſe of the Conquerors is the Cauſe of 


God: Many Attempts have been made. againſt our Religion, Lives, 


and Liberties, and many are the Deliverances we have met with ſince 


the Revolution; our Fears have been removed, our Hopes have 


been confirmed, our Enemies have been confounded, our Friends 
have been ſtrengthned ; at this Time we may ſet up our Ebeneæer, 
and ſay, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us; it's good to be engaged in | 
a good Cauſe, and to be the loyal Subjects of a good and happy 


. Our Sovereign King gnond E, whom GOD has ſet upon 
the: 
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Das it was not Mao. or an Arm 3of Fleſh 


But he that cuts off the Spirits of 1 rinces, and is terrible to the King 11 
of che Earth, even He by the King of Terrors 1 remove th 


unto che Proteſtant Succeſſion ſettled in his-Rov at Faun 5 
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